[The signalling cascade of fertilization].
The early event of fertilization-induced egg activation is a mobilization of intracellular Ca2+ that originates from the sperm entry point and spreads through the entire egg cytoplasm. Recently, this process has been established to require the sequential activation of Src family kinases, phospholipase C gamma, and inositoltrisphosphate receptor of endoplasmic reticulum. This review summarizes recent findings concerning the signalling pathway of fertilization from sperm-egg interaction to the Ca2+ release with emphasis on the role of tyrosine kinases in the egg activation.